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PURPOSE: To shift a wafer not thermally treated to an emptv boat bv a shifting 
section even during the treatment of a heat treating tube bv disposing a boat 
stand-by means to the from of a shelf for a frame bodv to which a boat take- 
in-out mechanism is mounted, previously placing a spare boat and transporting 
the spare boat by a lifting means. 

CONSTITUTION: A boat 2 housing wafers 1 not thermally treated is lifted by 
a lifting means 12, and a movable boat receiver 25 is moved to a position B 
from a position A and receives the boat 2 from an arm section 14, and returns 
to the position A and stands by. When the wafers are treated completely by 
a heat treating tube 5 of interest, the boat 2 is pulled out by a boat take-in-out 
means 8, supported to the arm section 14 for the lifting means 12, and lowered 
onto a tray 16, and the wafers 1 are shifted into an empty cassette at a shifting 
section 15. On the other hand, the movable boat receiver 25, on which the boar 
2 housing the wafers 1 not thermally treated is placed and which stands by 
at the position A, is transferred to the position B, and the boat 2 is transported 
to a pan 9 for the boat take-in-out mechanism 8 by the arm section 14 for 
lifting means 12, and fed into the heat treating tube 5. 
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